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Warren Caves joins  
the Dorahy family at  
Cooma Livestock Transport  
– Images by Torque it Up

As the icy July wind blows off the NSW alpine peaks and 
down through the country town of Cooma, PowerTorque 
met up with Nick and Leanne Dorahy of Cooma Livestock 
Transport to talk about life on the cattle trail and their 
small family-run livestock transport business.

Established in 2007, Cooma Livestock Transport is co-
owned and operated by Nick and Leanne. They operate 
four trucks – a T909, T650 and an Aerodyne from the 
Kenworth stable and an International T2700 – with a mix of 
sheep and cattle crates and convertibles that can handle 
either beast.

The company currently has three full-time and a couple of 
casual drivers. 

From their hometown base of Cooma, Nick says they 
travel Australia-wide transporting livestock, to and from 
farms and saleyards and other various locations such as 
abattoirs and live export transfer facilities. 

“Our work comes from a variety of sources,” said Nick. 
“We can be contacted by stock agents, sheep and cattle 
buyers or we get a lot of repeat work from the cockies 
themselves. We also do subcontract work for larger freight 
companies when they’re oversubscribed a bit”.

A ‘can do’ attitude and a philosophy of getting the job 
done, sees Nick and Leanne get right in amongst it to 
make their business a success.

Most small husband and wife transport partnerships 
involve the fellas out driving the trucks, and the ladies 
well and truly keeping the home fires burning (especially 
in Cooma in July), with invoicing and all that boring office 
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stuff that keeps the whole operation in the black. Not so 
in this case. While still attending to all the administration 
aspects, Leanne also drives the B-double trucks, both 
solo and two-up with Nick.

“While some blokes will look at women in the business with 
some scepticism at first, it doesn’t take long for them to 
recognise ability. Women are more than capable when it 
comes to handling the trucks, the stock and the people. 
Leanne just puts on the overalls, gets the dogs out, and 
just gets into it. It’s not uncommon to see her inside a 
crate washing it out at two or three in the morning. Add 
that to all the bookwork and invoicing and she probably 
does more work than the lot of us.  

“Our trips can keep us away from home for one or two 
weeks at a time, which is why we have set up this 
T909 Kenworth as best we can for living in. It’s a 600 
horsepower Cummins ISXE5 powered truck, with a 
2200-series 18-speed Eaton Roadranger transmission on 
5160 Rockwell diffs and Kenworth six-rod suspension at a 
six-metre wheelbase. 
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“We have a 50-inch sleeper fitted out with an inverter to 
power the upright fridge and microwave, and we run an 
ICEPACK cabin cooler unit. We also opted for the air-ride 
seat on both sides for the long two-up trips,” said Nick. 

After a bad run of experiencing numerous flat tyres on a 
vehicle with ten-stud steel rims, Nick said, “I hate ten-
studs, which is why I stick with the spider wheels – that, 
and the fact that I like the old-school look, and with the 
round red tanks on this truck, I reckon it looks good.

“Behind the back of the cab we have the ICEPACK, a 
dog box and another box with drawers for storage. Out 
the front we have fitted a Herd heavy-duty bullbar. We 
encounter all sorts of wandering stock and wildlife, which 
varies depending on where we are at the time. It could be 
cattle and roos out west one night, to brumbies and deer 
that are found locally in this basalt country, which is also 
home to roos large enough to be as bad as hitting a horse. 
A good bar up front is a must,” explained Nick. 

“Our maintenance is split between Kenworth Trucks in 
Wagga Wagga and ourselves, although with our 20,000 
km regular servicing and maintenance schedules, not a 
great deal of additional work is required”.

Utilising BPW axles and auto-greasing systems on their 
trailers has reduced maintenance and downtime, although 
Nick says he still fits manual slack adjusters on the brakes, 
preferring to keep the stoppers nipped up himself and 
knowing they’re right all the time.

Livestock trailers are generally defined in decks, with the 
909 hitched to a convertible B-double set of trailers being 
a four-deck rear trailer and two-deck front trailer, for a 
combination of six decks of sheep or three decks of cattle. 
A four-deck trailer could see an average load of 600-700 
sheep, depending on size, or 1000 goats.

“We sometimes load bulls, mainly out of Dubbo, which can 
be a bit challenging at times. The way the facilities have 
the operation set up makes life a bit easier, with the bulls 
usually yarded and spelled for a few days before loading. 
This settles them down a bit,” said Nick. “Although you 
still need to be very careful as bulls can be dangerous and 
unpredictable. 

“We try to do everything right, in our work. Our main job 
is to make sure the stock is alright from the loading and 
unloading to ensuring our driving style is smooth and 
clean, minimising discomfort to the animals. It’s all about 
looking after the stock.
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“It can be a bit of a juggling act at times, trying to manage 
the animal welfare, while at the same time complying with 
fatigue management obligations. This is where we have 
the advantage of the two-up driving Leanne and I do. We 
can run virtually non-stop with a load to minimise the time 
the stock is on the truck, which benefits their condition”. 

According to Nick, work is really busy right now for Cooma 
Livestock Transport. The continuing drought has forced 
a lot of livestock to be moved about, either to places with 
better feed options or farmers forced to sell off stock they 
can’t afford to feed. 

Whilst the mainstay of the business is livestock transport, 
Nick says that they also cater for general freight, hay and 
machinery – if things are a bit quiet, or to help out a friend.

The modern-day drover’s life can be lonely one, with his 
truck and his cattle being his only companions. Nick and 
Leanne have managed to combat this by working together 
to the benefit of their business and their lifestyle.

“Any job, anywhere, we can handle it,” concluded Nick.
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Nick and Leanne Dorahy with Kiana and Tallis plus working dogs.


