
T
ime-poor, time-critical and time management are 
evermore common phrases in today’s world, and, 
when it comes to dealing with big machinery, not 
much happens quickly for the sake of safety as 

much as the mechanical limitations.

Primary producers running 24/7 to beat the weather in 
harvesting machinery can’t stop for long when there are 
crops that need to be cut, particularly if unseasonable rain 
is on the horizon.

Road crews and building sites can’t afford the time it 
takes to move and refuel heavy-duty machinery.

The nearby service station is rarely an option – a 
10-minute trip in the site ute could take ten times as long 
at the snail’s pace of a 20-tonne grader, which represents 
downtime as well as opportunities for theft or fraud.

Refuelling Solutions Australia offers a broad range of 
options for on-site refuelling through its Maxi-Tankers 
and Mini-Tankers, but it’s the former that’s running a new 
flagship vehicle to good effect.

Rob Tims, national fleet and compliance manager, said, 
“When RFS launched the Maxi-Tankers brand we looked 
at our target customers, their fuel requirement cycles, 
operations, and the locality of their businesses, and drew 
a conclusion that we needed a robust truck platform that 
could deliver results profitably, was reliable, and if needed 
could be repaired in rural areas.

“Kenworth fulfilled these requirements and then some. As a 
business we wanted to support locally made products and 
equipment, and our first major Maxi-Tankers fleet purchases 
were the SAR T409 EGR prime movers with locally built ATE 
(Australian Tank Engineering) tri and bogie trailers. 

“Last year Kenworth released the all-new Australian 
designed T610 SAR, which had all of the robustness 
of our original SAR 409’s but with the almost European 
ride quality and ergonomics that we need to keep our 
operators in top shape when travelling for many hours 
on rural and dirt roads. Our initial order of five 610s have 
done sterling service in our fleet and are now slowly 
replacing our current five to six-year-old 409s”. 

The Maxi-Tanker Kenworth 610 is supplied with the 
550 hp Cummins X15 Euro 5 engine, and an Eaton/Fuller 
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UltraShift Plus 18-speed automated manual transmission. 
A company spokesperson confirmed the new T610 also 
had standard Kenworth leaf-spring front suspension and 
the optional Kenworth Airglide 460 under the rear, with 
a Meritor MF 66 front axle and rear Meritor RT46-160GP, 
and is road train rated at 97,000 kg GCM/ATM.

The trailer is an ATE (Australian Tank Engineering) tri-axle 
with a capacity of 43,000 litres; however, legal payload on 
mass is around 29 tonnes, which equates to a mixed load 
of 34,000 litres.

The Maxi-Tanker fleet ranges from a rigid tanker with a 
capacity of 18,000 litres through to the B-doubles that can 
carry as much as 55,000 litres.

SA operations support officer, David Martin, sounds 
envious of his drivers when he talks about the company’s 
newest purchases from Kenworth and believes the new 
T610 is one of the best rigs he’s seen.

“The T610s are definitely a step up – the T610 is a lot 
quieter, the motor runs a lot cooler, the ride is better – it’s 
just an all-round better truck,” he said.

Mr. Martin said they have other Kenworth models in the fleet 
but the new T610 offers bigger square fuel tanks, with better 
and more useable cabin space among its many attributes 
that have endeared the new T610 trucks to the drivers.

“Some of the crew are so fond of the new Kenworth and 
trailer combination that they might need to be physically 
restrained if you took their keys,” he half-joked.

“It might be a bit longer in the chassis, the cab is a bit 
shorter inside, but it more than makes up for it with the 
width of the cab,” he said.

“These Kenworths seem to handle the dirt and rough stuff 
a lot better, they’re not as super-smooth as the European 
trucks, but there’s less plumbing and sensors … to jump 
into one of these is a gift from God.

“The drivers like them. Rodney, the guy that normally 
drives this truck, he reckons it steers better, goes better, is 
quieter and runs cooler, and the transmission seems a lot 
more civil, so maybe the software is a lot better.

“The new Kenworth prime mover and ATE trailer set-up 
has one pump that’s computer-controlled, the others have 
two pumps and it’s older technology and they are heavy,” 
Mr. Martin added.

Among the smart fuel delivery systems RFS is using within 
its 40-plus fleet of trucks is the PreciPURE pumping 
system, which has proven popular with those who use it.

David Martin has much to do with the system and locally 
trains operators in its use, and stated it’s an impressive 
single-pump unit, lighter than other set-ups as well as 
being robust.
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“When I first saw the PreciPURE pumping system I thought 
that it wouldn’t last five minutes on a dirt road, but it’s 
been on the road now for two or three years and it has 
never stopped, we’ve never had a problem.

“It seems to be easier on the hydraulics and PTO on the 
truck too, which reduces wear and tear as well, plus the 
lower weight – it’s half the weight of a dual-pump system 
and you get more payload on,” he said.

The pump system, a product of Alfons Haar, is accurate 
to 0.5 of a litre. “With these you dial up the quantity and it 
just drops it out and stops it right on the money, they are 
pretty bloody good,” Mr. Martin added.

But it’s not just getting the fuel on site that RFS sees as its 
strengths – it’s the company’s ability to accurately deliver, 
manage and report on the fuel supply, giving clients the 
ability to monitor their fuel use for each machine every 
time it’s fuelled through the iFUEL® reporting system.

Refuelling Solutions’ monitoring systems also offer real-
time remote access to fleet fuel data.

RFS national business development manager, Nathon 
Jones, said the company, which started with the Mini-
Tankers and expanded with its Maxi-Tanker division, has 
held true to the Mini-Tankers’ mantra.

“It’s a service provision to provide a refuelling solution. It’s 
the name of the company. We’ve positioned ourselves in 
the market in that way, plus we come up with solutions 
that work,” said Mr. Jones. 

The adoption of new technology to deliver accurate fuel 
loads and be able to monitor fuel use has been a key to 
the strong growth – the company has tripled in volumes 
since Maxi-Tankers was established.

Mr. Jones said the business revolves around “servicing 
the pants off” their clients, as there was little to be done 
beyond the terminal gate price, and the high-tech delivery 
and reporting systems have proven to be a worthwhile 
point of difference.

“We recognised a long time ago that the future was making 
sure that information technology is there and that we can 
provide data in a way that makes sense, and that they get 
the reports that they want,” said Nathon.

“Every truck has on-board computers, we have various 
devices that we sell with iFUEL®, that we put in the 
marketplace for fuel management that all goes to the cloud. 

“We recognised many years ago that’s the future, whoever 
could provide the data would get these kind of gigs,” he said.

The company is now targeting growth in the rural areas of 
NSW and Victoria – supplying transport and agricultural 
sectors – and that has required the company to add a 
number of new trucks to the fleet, according to Mr. Jones.

“In the last six months I think we’ve put eight or nine new 
trucks into the fleet.

“The T610 is certainly much more comfortable than the 
previous trucks, it is very popular.

“They hold very well on some of the rough terrain, the 
trucks don’t seem to bog in sandy conditions much either, 
they have more space in them too,” he said.

“The fleet and compliance national team is looking forward 
to the delivery of the next four trouble-free units from 
Kenworth, and at the end of this month I’m certain all of 
our MXT operators will be hoping to score a seat in one of 
these great workhorses!”  
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